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Unified Volleyball  
State Champs! 
Congratulations to the Special 
Olympics Unified Volleyball 
team for their incredible feat! 
The team competed in the 
Fall Games in Rockford the 
weekend of October 26 and 
claimed their 3rd straight 
State title in a row! The 
Chargers competed in the 
championship game against 
a tough Oak Lawn Eagles 
team. Oak Lawn took the lead 
early on but the Chargers 
made an epic comeback 
and stole the first game. 
The squad followed up with 
another fantastic performance 
to win the decisive game 2 
sending the team into a frenzy. 
Congratulations athletes and 
Unified Partners!
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November
2 8th Grade PSAT 
5 Music Booster Meeting
7 Student Council Veterans Lunch,  
 12 noon
13 Athletic Booster Meeting
15-17 Snowball Retreat
16 & 17 Music Booster Craft Fair
20 Blue & Orange Parent Meeting
21 PTO Meeting
21 Board of Education Meeting,  
 Sandburg High School, 7 p.m.
27, 28, 29 Thanksgiving Holiday, No School

Looking Ahead 
December 
6 & 7 Stagg Drama Presents A Christmas 
Carol
11 Athletic Booster Meeting
12-13 Spectrum Concerts

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Stagg Chargers,

Wow...October was busy!  Juniors completed the PSAT-NMSQT assessment, “Say Something”  
Week, Red Ribbon Week, NHS Induction, Choir and Band Concerts, Parent-Teacher Conferences,  
fall Athletics come to a close, and Class of 2024 Open House to name just a few events that have 
taken place at Stagg!  

With all of the exciting events happening at Stagg, how can students and families keep track?   
Here is a list of resources for you to stay on top of all the great things going on at Stagg each and 
every day!

• Daily Announcements are posted on Stagg’s Website! Just click on “Announcements”.

• Follow Stagg on Twitter @StaggHighSchool and @StaggAthletics.

• Read the Stagg Newsletter!  If you don’t receive it in the mail or by email, check out the 
website!

• Check your email! Information is often sent out to parents and students via email.

• Join a Stagg parent organization!  Stagg PTO, Music Boosters and Athletic Boosters are 
amazing groups who do wonderful things for our students.

Weather Related Safety 
With the change in weather, safety traveling to and from school becomes more important.  
Morning drop offs are a busy time on our campus but they can become even more stressful 
with inclement weather. Give yourself enough time to get to and from school and give yourself 
additional time in bad weather. NEVER drop your child off on the side of the road. The time it takes 
to enter on our campus and follow the appropriate drop off procedures prevents accidents from 
happening. Buses may be delayed due to weather related traffic slow downs, so if your child is 
waiting at a bus stop, make sure they are dressed appropriately for the weather.

Make sure you stay informed of the important and exciting events going on at Stagg!

Have a great year and GO Chargers!  
Eric Olsen 
Principal

Mr. Anthony J. Serratore, President
Mrs. Melissa Gracias, Vice-President
Mrs. Susan Dalton, Secretary
Mr. Michael Hardek, Board Member
Mrs. Kate Murphy-Peterson, Board Member
Mr. David O’Connor, Board Member
Mr. Patrick O’Sullivan, Board Member

Dr. James M. Gay, Superintendent
Eric Olsen, Principal

Stagg Pride Survey
In High School District 230’s ongoing efforts to assess the effectiveness 
of its communication efforts in order to best serve our community, we 
appreciate you taking this brief survey. We hope you will share your 
thoughts honestly to assist us in improving communication efforts.

Thank you!
http://bit.ly/ChargerPrideSurvey
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Hopefully many were able to 
come and see our wonderfully 
talented students perform. 
This play was written, directed, 
performed and stage managed 
by our Stagg Drama students. 
Our Drama Club encourages 
our junior and senior Mentors 
to help guide any student who 
wants to learn how to work in 
theater.

This year we set our monologue stories in a coffee shop. Think 
about all the stories you hear when you’re in a shop, a restaurant, 
or waiting in an office, etc. Some of the stories you hear range 
from funny to very strange, possibly even familiar. It was fun 
watching students tell their stories as well as learning how to 
improvise their movements.  Although movements/placements 
are set, we still had some last-minute changes that students 
improvised that worked so well, it was believable and very 
natural. They did such a great job, I wanted to leave my seat and 
join them for a latte! 

The students learned and succeeded in building an incredible 
stage set and accomplished fabulous timing on sound and 
lighting. Our props and painting department added the final 
touches to make Cafe Whispers look like a real coffee shop. 
Costumes were spot on and helped describe and identify 
character personalities. Mr. Fisher and I are happy to say that we 
are very proud of each and every one of the students. What an 
amazing group effort! Fabulous!

Congratulations to everyone who worked to make this production 
a memorable, fun experience, not only for our new freshmen, but 
for their families, friends and teachers.

We hope you had fun!  
Mary R. Schifano

Please join us on December 3, 2019 at 6:30 pm at the District 
230 Administration Center as we welcome educators, college 
and university partners to discuss the opportunities D230 
is offering for students interested in earning dual-credit and 
exploring the field of education. Starting in the 2020-21 school 
year, D230 will offer numerous dual-credit courses to help 
offset the cost of college, promote the field of education, and 
help students explore the numerous career opportunities in 
the education field. Along with hearing from D230 educators, 
representatives from Loyola, Moraine Valley Community 
College, and St. Xavier University will be present to share 
post-secondary planning, the benefits of a career in education, 
and scholarship opportunities.

Stagg Drama Club Perform 2019 
Freshman Play “Cafe Whispers”Future Educator Night
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Stagg Offers Career Choice Assistance

College Admission Reps Visit Stagg

 Complete College Applications – 
watch deadlines!

 Make sure your list of colleges is  
appropriate for your academic and  
personal needs.

 Visit college campuses – many  
open-house events are at this time.

 Meet with admission reps that visit 
Stagg.

 Complete the FASFA

 

 Review the Scholarship/Financial Aid 
information available on the Guidance 
page of the Stagg website

 Obtain local scholarship applications on 
the Guidance page of the Stagg web-
site

 View the Stagg Daily Announcements 
on the Stagg website for important 
Scholarship related information

In today’s global economy, effective 
career and educational planning are more 
essential than ever. Stagg offers CAREER 
CRUISING, an Internet-based college and 
career guidance and information system 
available to students both on school 
computers and at home.  Good career 
decisions are based on an individual’s 
unique characteristics.  CAREER 
CRUISING assesses interests, abilities 
and job values.  It provides up to date 

information about occupations, colleges, 
training institutions and scholarships.  
An in-depth presentation of CAREER 
CRUISING and how to use the program  
is part of the Guidance curriculum at  
Stagg high school.  Your child can  
access this website by going to  
www.careercruising.com and using  
the username D230-(Student ID#) and  
the password 8 Digit Student Birthdate  
(No Hyphens). 

College Admission Representatives will 
continue to visit Stagg this November. 
Please check the College Visits Stagg Sign 
Up on the Guidance page of the Stagg 
website to see who’s coming and sign up. 

Since many priority deadlines are in 
November, a number of seniors have 
already completed the college application 
process. It is also common for colleges 
to have rolling admissions, meaning they 
will continue to accept qualified students 
as space permits. As always, please 

watch deadlines and allow 2 weeks for 
processing. 

Sending your transcript is quick and  
easy. Visit the Stagg home page via  
www.d230.org.  The student should click 
the “Order Transcripts” tab. You will be 
directed to Parchment.com. Students 
should create an account and order 
transcripts to be sent directly to the College 
or University of your choice.

Fall

Winter

AP Testing Registration is OPEN!

Scholarship Information Available on the 
Guidance Page of the Stagg Website

Registration for AP testing is open.  You can register online through Total Registration at 
https://user.totalregistration.net/AP/143357

Students - If you’re planning on taking an AP exam this year, you must complete the  
2 step registration process  by NOVEMBER 1 to avoid a $40 late registration fee.

Registration Process

1. Make sure you joined your teacher’s AP Class Section on your MyAP Account

2. Register and pay your exam deposit ($40 per exam) on Total Registration https://user.
totalregistration.net/AP/143357

Not planning on taking an AP exam? - DO NOT register for that exam on Total Registration.

All exams must be paid for in full by March 1, 2020!

The Guidance Department receives 
information on many scholarships available 
to Stagg seniors.  Most scholarships are 
published from October to April.  Seniors 
should check the Guidance page of the 

Stagg website for updates.  Contact  
your Guidance Counselor for more 
information or if you have any questions.  
https://www.d230.org/Page/1362

College Bound  
Senior Checklist
Senior year of high school can be one of 
the most important moments in a young 
person’s life. Along with all the excitement, 
however, comes some potential added 
stress. Deciding on a career/where to 
apply, completing the applications by the 
deadlines, hearing back from schools, etc., 
are just a few aspects of senior year that 
can bring added stressors. We encourage 
parents (and students!) to monitor and be 
mindful of this stress and to reach out to our 
staff when necessary. 

At Stagg, we offer many services aimed 
at making this process easier and less 
stressful. Our counselors meet with students 
individually to discuss post-secondary plans 
and decisions, review financial aid award 
letters, assist with miscellaneous document 
collection, etc. We also have our Period 
2 Enrichment opportunities and various 
evening events for parents throughout the 
school year.



(708) 974-7400 | stagg.d230.org

If you have an incoming freshman student who will be attending Stagg High 
School next year, please mark your calendar for the PSAT 8 Placement Test 
on Saturday, November 2, 2019.  The test will start promptly at 8:00 a.m. 
with doors opening at 7:30 a.m.  Specific drop-off and pick-up procedures 
have been mailed with further testing information to district families.

Transitioning to Stagg High School - Class of 2024

PSAT 8 Placement Test for Incoming 
Freshmen

Freshman Elective Course Planning 
Initiative
The Guidance Office has introduced a plan to make our freshman students 
more aware of elective class options available to them throughout their high 
school career. This will be a 6 week long process starting on October 21 
and will involve the following components:

• Each week we will highlight a specific department and their elective 
choices

• On the Monday of that given week, all freshmen will report directly to the 
PAC during their study hall class to hear a presentation about the specific 
department and their course choices

• On the Thursday of that given week, students will have the option to sign 
up for a tour of the department during their period 2 intervention time. 

Jess Kaffel - SAC presentations, Matt O’Neill - Career Field Trips 

School Social Work NewsSchool Psychologist Message
Did you know that gratitude can 
change your life? Gratitude means 
thankfulness, counting your blessings, 
noticing simple pleasures, and 
acknowledging everything that you 
receive. It means learning to live your 
life as if everything were a miracle, 
and being aware on a continuous 
basis of how much you’ve been given. 
Gratitude shifts your focus from what 
your life lacks to the abundance that is 
already present. In addition, behavioral and psychological research has 
shown the surprising life improvements that can stem from the practice 
of gratitude. Giving thanks makes people happier and more resilient, it 
strengthens relationships, it improves health, and it reduces stress.

8 ways to have more gratitude everyday:
1. Don’t be picky - appreciate everything (there is nothing too small to be 

grateful for)
2. Find gratitude in your challenges
3. Practice mindfulness
4. Keep a gratitude journal
5. Volunteer 
6. Express yourself
7. Spend time with loved ones
8. Improve your happiness in other areas of life (i.e. exercising, 

participating in a hobby)

Executive functions are cognitive processes that occur in the 
frontal lobe area of the brain that allow us to plan, organize, 
make decisions, pay attention, regulate behavior, solve 
problems and evaluate decisions. Research supports that our 
mind wanders 40% of the time. A wandering mind is a good 
thing and can help build brain muscle. 

Performing simple breathing exercises helps to increase 
attention and build brain muscle. Try this simple breathing 
exercise called 7/11 breathing. Breath in through your nose 
for 7 counts, then release the breathe either through your 
nose or mouth for 11 counts. Repeat for 3 to 5 breaths. If 
your mind wanders away from the breathe gently bring your 
awareness back to the breathe. 

Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 
Drama Club is performing 

 

 

 

Performances are scheduled for:   

December 6th at 7 p.m. & December 7th at 1 p.m. & 5 p.m. 

 

Tickets are $6.00 and can be purchased the week before at the following 

link: https://boxoffice.d230.org 

https://boxoffice.d230.org
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Financial Aid:  Debunking the Common FAFSA Myths
Students who want to be eligible to receive financial aid from the government or their college have to fill out the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Many students fail to complete the complicated form, often because they are perplexed by it or don’t think they will get 
aid. Learn why some of the most common FAFSA myths shouldn’t hold you back from applying for financial aid for college.

Myth 1: My parents make too much money,  
so I won’t qualify for aid.

Fact: You won’t know until you try!
Filing the FAFSA form is free, and you will never know 
your eligibility for aid, merit- or need-based, unless 
you apply.  It’s important to know that the formula isn’t 
cut-and-dried as the mathematical formula behind the 
calculation is based on parent and student income, age of 
the oldest parent, size of the family, ages of children in the 
family and several other factors.   

Myth 2:  College is too expensive for me.
Fact: Financial aid through FAFSA can make 

paying for college attainable.
Colleges and universities across the country have never 
offered so much of their resources for financial aid.  There 
are schools that on average are offering students grants 
and scholarships that reduce the cost of attendance by 
over 40%.  The only catch is you have to apply for it! Yes, 
that means completing the FAFSA.

Myth 3:  The FAFSA is only for grant money and 
scholarships.

Fact: It’s also a requirement for loans, and it 
awards work-study programs.

Financial aid actually includes utilizing federal money to 
pay part of an expense now (tuition) but not paying any 
interest while in school or even not having to pay that full 
amount of money back until after graduation. This is the 
case with Subsidized Stafford Loans and Perkins Loans.  
Some people are awarded federal college work study — 
working at school, around your schedule and getting a 
paycheck for it.  If you don’t fill out the FAFSA, you aren’t 
eligible for these types of aid, either.

Myth 4: I only have to fill out the FAFSA once.
Fact: You have to fill it out every year.
The school wants to know if you get a big raise, and 
conversely, you want them to know if you lose a job or 
take a big pay cut, so they’re watching your income and 
assets year over year to make sure what they’re giving 
you is still appropriate.  Don’t think of it as a pain, but 
something that can help you. If the parents’ or student’s 
income goes down, they would qualify for more financial 
aid in the future years.  It’s to the student’s benefit to 
make sure they update their info every year.

Myth 5: It doesn’t matter when I turn in FAFSA as 
long as I make the deadline.

Fact: You’re more likely to get aid if you submit it 
right away.

Being the first people to file your FAFSA have the best 
chance of scoring the deals, and those who are late may 
miss out.  When you’re applying for financial aid, the 
sooner you can get it in, the better.  Schools may run out 
of funding and not have any aid money left for stragglers.

Myth 6: I can fill out the FAFSA anywhere,  
and I may have to pay for it.

Fact: You should use the official site and never 
pay.

There is only one official FAFSA form online, and you 
should be completing it at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  FAFSA 
stands for the FREE Application for Federal Student 
Aid.  You should never pay money to file this application.  
Many states also host free FAFSA completion sessions 
to guide you through the form.  Stay away from websites 
that aren’t official, especially if they request a payment. 
Not only are you unnecessarily spending money, but you 
could also risk your information being stolen if you use a 
site that isn’t reputable.

Myth 7: I won’t qualify for aid because I don’t have 
good grades.

Fact: It’s not about grades.
The U.S. Department of Education has discovered that 
this is a common myth that prevents some students from 
filling out the FAFSA.  While it is the case that you may 
not qualify for an institutionally based scholarship if you 
did not perform well in high school, if you have financial 
need, you will qualify for need-based aid from federal 
sources, state sources or college sources.  Need-based 
federal financial aid isn’t based on grades — it’s based on 
a family’s ability to pay. Once a student is in college and 
receiving federal aid, he/she must maintain the minimum 
satisfactory academic progress guidelines set by his/her 
college or university to continue receiving federal financial 
aid.  

Myth 8: I can’t fill out the FAFSA until my parents file 
their taxes.

Fact: File it with an estimate based on last year; 
submit a correction later.

Since taxes are often not completed until later, students 
and parents can complete the FAFSA based on 
estimations.  Then, once the actual taxes are completed 
and submitted, a student or parent can go back and 
update the figures accurately.  Don’t forget to update the 
information once the taxes are filed.  It’s free and easy to 
make a correction to your FAFSA online.

Helpful tip:  Apply as early as you possibly can - more aid is available the sooner you apply!  
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IBEW-NECA and Northwestern University’s STEM Competition
On October 3, 2019, twenty Stagg students and four 
Andrew students participated in the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers & National Electrical 
Contractors Association Technical Institute (IBEW-NECA) 
and Northwestern University’s first STEM competition. Forty 
teams totaling 160 students from across the Chicagoland 
area met at the IBEW-NECA training facility in Alsip to both 
learn and compete in areas relating to skills required by 
today’s electricians. 

In teams of four, students determined the overall energy 
consumption of a household and then designed a cost 
effective, energy efficient whole house approach that 
incorporated solar energy to offset utility reliance. While 
working in teams to solve the technical problems, students 
also had to use time management skills to complete 
physical challenges that they would experience on a job 
site. These challenges included, walking on a roof, climbing 
a structure, carrying tool boxes, and bending conduit. 

All students who attended received tickets to a 
Northwestern football game in November where they will 
be highlighting the importance of STEM careers. We are 
excited to share that one of our teams including Fatin 
Abdelrahim, Nicholas Tsiones, Matt Fox and Zach Carlson 
won first place in the competition with our other three 
teams performing great as well. In addition to the football 
game tickets, our first place team received sideline passes 
to the game as well as a Milwaukee Brand tape measure 
and drill to take home. We couldn’t be more proud of how 
our four teams came together for this competition!
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Stagg Students Present to the “Sharks”

Business Department Hosts New Career Exploration Program  
During 2nd Period

Students in Ms. Kuypers’ Entrepreneurship class presented business ideas to 
the “Sharks” (administrators) to get funding to start a small business.  In the 
class students were grouped and tasked with figuring out something to sell for 
2 weeks in October to see how a business might run. Students had to come up 
with the item to sell—whether they were making it or purchasing it for resale, 
they had to source the items and they had figure out how many they thought 
they could sell in that two-week time period.  They created a presentation for 
the “sharks” where they explained their product idea, how much they needed to 
get from the sharks, and how much profit they thought they might make.  All the 
students wanted to donate the profits made to the “Water for Africa” charity.

Each group sold during the 3 lunch hours in the cafeteria.  They had to create 
schedules for students to man the tables, they had to create advertising and 
“buzz” for their product in the school, and they had to learn to work in a team.  
One group worked with a local shop to sell Dippin’ Dots, one group sold 
plastic water bottles with the Stagg Charger logo, and the third made and sold 
lemonade.  The final numbers bring the total profits to nearly $1,000.

This year, the Business Department has started a new program 
available to students during Period 2 Intervention.  As part of the new 
Intervention News in Careers (INC Series), during one Intervention 
period each month, there will be a guest speaker highlighting some 
of the future career options available to students.  Each speaker will 
discuss a “day in the life” as well as talk about the education and 
training involved to start careers in the various fields. 

The new program is off to 
a great start.  For our first 
presentation in September, 
we had a team of speakers 
from Athletico present on 
careers in Athletic Training 
and Physical Therapy.  

Our second presentation in 
October was given by the 
franchise owner of a local 
business, Nothing Bundt 
Cakes.  He spoke about 
the rewards and challenges 
of starting your own 

business.  Our 
guest presenter 
in November 
will be a former 
FBI Agent 
who worked 
as a forensic 
accountant for the 
agency.

Some of our 
future presenters 
will include a 
lawyer, a cyber-
security expert, 
and a financial 
planner.  Students 
should watch the 
announcements 
for the dates of the presentations.  Then, when they see a presentation 
that are interested in attending, they can sign up in Arena Scheduling 
by clicking on - Enrichment-Duffy/Kuypers — Room 122.
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Stagg French students explore future options at UIC
French 3 and 4 students engaged in a collaborative opportunity set up by 
Stagg French teacher Nitya Viswanath, University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) 
French professor Yann Robert and UIC French Basic Language Program 
Director Dolly Weber. Thirty-one Stagg Chargers were welcomed at UIC, 
attended French courses on campus, met with French students in the program, 
learned about future opportunities with French language, and toured the 
campus. 

French 4 students attended an advanced level course, Topics in French 
Literature and Culture, while French 3 students attended the course equivalent 
to their current level, French 103.

Both sets of students were excited that they could understand, follow, 
remember and later discuss topics from their respective courses. Pedro 
Antonino, instructor of the 103 course, complimented the Stagg French 3 
students on their enthusiasm and willingness to jump in and participate in 
the course discussions for the day. “Our students are capable of functioning 
outside of our French classroom environment, and this opportunity gave them 
a chance to realize that for themselves” shared Viswanath. “Since they don’t 
get a chance to start language studies until high school, they really will benefit 
from continuing their language practice on into college so that they can reach 
Advanced proficiency. Now, they can see this as a real possibility” added 
Viswanath. 

After sitting in on classes, Robert discussed ways in which French language 
could be an excellent partner to any area of study that students wish to pursue. 
Many UIC French students minor or double-major in French as a companion 
to their major field of study, be it in the sciences, public health, engineering, 
law or business. Robert pointed out that with French language at UIC, students 
would be able to study abroad to four Francophone countries: France, Canada 
(Quebec), Senegal and Morocco. He also talked about opportunities for 
research & teaching assistantships and internships, and the need for French 
translators at UIC’s Marjorie Kovler Center for human rights. UIC’s French 
Language program has also worked to create new and interesting courses 
starting at the Intermediate/200-level. Robert talked about new courses such as 
Exploring the French-speaking World, French Pop Culture and Deconstructing 
the French/French Identity as course options available to students at the 200-
level. 

Stagg French students had much to say about the day as they reflected 
over lunch at the Chicago French Market. Christiane Gbabiri (Class of 2020) 
shared, “It made me realize how prepared we are to continue studying French 
in college. I understood and was able to learn a lot of new things.” Katelyn 
Hansen (Class of 2020) shared her thoughts for future plans, “Beforehand, I 
had considered taking French in college, and this opened my eyes to the actual 
benefits of pursuing it.” For many students, this was their very first campus visit. 
And the impact of the visit continued to be relevant after the students’ return 
to Stagg. For example, Stagg junior Ricardo Garcia remembered and brought 
up vocabulary from his UIC lesson when contributing to class discussion in his 
French 3 class at Stagg. 

If they keep up with the practice offered starting at Level 1, all Stagg World 
Languages students have the opportunity to reach Intermediate High 
proficiency levels. At this level, students can visit target language countries, 
engage in conversations, and even take on basic, service-level work in target 
countries. “We as a culture and as a country don’t yet value language study. If 
we did, it would be part of every student’s day and seen as a normal part of all 
of our lives. We don’t have many Americans studying languages, but those who 
do see the benefits” shared Viswanath. A Pew Research Center study in 2017 
concluded that only 20% of American K-12 students study a world language. 
Initiatives such as this partnership seek to inform students of the opportunities 
available to those students who pursue long-term language studies.

More photos from the trip are posted on the program’s Twitter account,  
@StaggFrench. The Pew Research Center study can be found here:  
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/08/06/most-european-students-are-
learning-a-foreign-language-in-school-while-americans-lag/

Stagg French students in front of University Hall on a campus 
tour at UIC

Stagg French 4 students Grace Faustino and Dylan Gutt listen 
to Yann Robert’s presentation about the benefits of long-term 
French studies.

Stagg French 3 students Daniela Reynoso, Rania Majied and 
Nicolette Pena chat with UIC French student and former UIC 
French Club President Naomie Lapointe about French cultural 
opportunities in Chicago.

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/08/06/most-european-students-are-learning-a-foreign-language-in-school-while-americans-lag/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/08/06/most-european-students-are-learning-a-foreign-language-in-school-while-americans-lag/
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Spectrum 2019

Health Services Reminders from the School Nurse
Stagg Health Services: Ensuring that all 
Chargers are healthy, safe, and ready to 
learn.

Should your student become ill, it is VERY 
IMPORTANT that that they come to the 
Health Services Office and contact you 
on the phones available to them here.  A 
student feeling ill at school should obtain a 
pass from their teacher to see the nurse.  
This will assure your student’s presence 
in the Health Services Office if you are 
picking them up.  It also provides the 
opportunity for us to monitor your child’s 
condition as we await your arrival.  The 
parent/parent designee must come 
inside to the greeter’s desk at the 
North Door with a photo I.D.to 
sign the student out.  Students 
should remain at home until 
at least 24 hours after they 
are free of a fever (100 
degrees and higher), or signs 
of a fever without the use of 
fever-reducing medication such 
as Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen.

A Reminder of the Medication Policy  
(See Student Handbook)

All medication (with the exception of inhalers necessary to control asthma and epinephrine 
for severe allergic reactions is to be stored in the Health Services Office.  A student should 
not carry prescription or non-prescription medications with them during school hours.  
Exceptions include inhalers and Epi-Pens, again only with the medication form on file. If 
a student MUST take a medication at school, including Tylenol, Ibuprofen, antibiotics, eye 
drops, etc., the student must provide the nurse with a written order for the medication from a 
licensed physician, as well as the parent’s written signature.  Any medication administered in 
the Health Services Office will be recorded in the student’s health record. 

Forms to allow the administration of medication at school are available in the Health Services 
Office or online at https://www.d230.org/domain/133                      

If the student requests to call home for medication during the school day, they must call 
from the Health Services Office.  A parent MUST come into the Health Services 

Office, wait for the student and administer the medication to the student.  
Medications cannot be left in the Health Services Office or at the North Door for 

a student to pick up.  

Students are not permitted to carry, dispense to or receive any medication 
from other students.  Doing so will result in a referral to the Deans’ Office. 

Lastly, remember to contact the Health Services Office with any changes  
in your student’s contact information, such as home, work, or cell numbers.   

This includes all grade levels.  

Thank you for your cooperation with this very important matter. 

October has been another very busy month for the Stagg Marching Chargers, 
with performances at football games, competitions, and parades. 

The Marching Chargers performed at two competitions in October: 

•  October 15, Romeoville Marching Band Classic

•  October 26, Illini Marching Band Championships

October marked an important month for the Music Department. Not only does 
the Marching Band season end, but it also included the ILMEA (Illinois Music 
Educators Association) auditions, which took place on Tuesday, October 1. Band 
and choir students from each grade are eligible to participate; however, only 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors can be selected for the All-State Band or Choir.  
If selected, the students perform at the District Festival, and from there move on 
to the All-State Festival.  Selection into the ILMEA is quite a prestigious honor.  
Next time you’re outside the band or choir rooms, check out the “wall” with stu-
dents who’ve made it.

October also marks the beginning of the Jazz Ensemble season. The Jazz 
Ensemble season goes from October through April, with several performances at 
festivals, concerts, and clinics throughout the state!

October also began the first of the four formal concerts presented by the choir 
and band programs. On Tuesday, October 8, students from the Percussion 
Ensemble, Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony and Marching 
Chargers showcased their talents in the Fall Band Showcase.  On Thursday, 
October 17, the Stagg choirs performed their annual Fall Choral Concert. Both 
concerts took place in the Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m. and were free of 
charge.

Thanks for your continued support of our tremendous Stagg Music 
Programs!

Check out www.staggbands.org or www.staggchoirs.org for more information!

The Music Department is proud 
to present to you the 8th Annual 
SPECTRUM concert next 
month!  This FREE, family-
friendly musical concert is 
a great way to kick off the 
holiday season!  

Spectrum is a unique 
musical experience because 
the music never stops!  
Unlike traditional concerts that pause after every number 
for applause - Spectrum is a continuous 85-minute show 
that will keep you guessing where the performers are going 
to be next!  It starts in complete darkness and ends with a 
triumphant finale featuring over 230 students!  

The box office will open 1 hour before showtime and 
tickets will be issued first-come, first-served.  We anticipate 
sold out shows, so please plan to arrive early!  Once all 
tickets for a show have been released, we will close the 
box office and encourage spectators to attend our next 
performance.  

The 2019 concert series:
•  Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

•  Friday, December 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.

•  Friday, December 13, 2019 at 8:15 p.m.

Noteworthy Music News
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ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
WOW, we have had a great start to the new year and are excited 
about 2020!

With football season behind us, we are thrilled to report that 
Boys’ Golf, Girls’ Swim, Poms, Cheer and Baseball, cumulatively 
earned over $1,900 for providing the parental volunteers needed 
in concessions! Earlier this year, to further support our athletic 
teams, we opened up the opportunity to earn 20% of football game 
concession revenue. Teams have certainly been able to add a little 
extra income to their sport programs!  There are only 4 games for 
the 2020 year, please contact us if there is an interest to hold a spot 
for your team.  

Boosters are committed to supporting teams and pay 50% of 
uniform costs.  This year so far Boys’ Track, Boys’ Basketball, and 
Girls’ Basketball have received a total of $2,870.

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve the school and support 
our student athletes.  Thank you to those that make it possible!

Sports concession volunteers will be needed.  
Please sign up at signup genius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49adad29aafa7-20192020

Coming up in November enjoy 
musical entertainment and 
shopping during the Stagg Music 
Boosters’ annual Fall Craft Fair, 
scheduled for November 16 and 
17. Show hours are 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. on November 16 and 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. on November 17. The 
craft fair will take place in Stagg’s 
Commons, Wellness Center and 
North Gym. Admission is $2 for adults; children are admitted free. 
Parking is free. More than 100 arts and crafts vendors, food sellers 
and home party vendors will showcase their wares. Items range 
from dip mixes to handknitted items to unique Christmas and 
holiday decorations. Business Casual, a pop a cappella group, will 
perform at 11 a.m. Saturday in the Commons. The Jazz Band will 
perform a variety of holiday classics and jazz favorites at 1 p.m. 
Saturday in the Commons. Music Boosters will sell concessions by 
the North Gym. All proceeds from the show benefit music programs 
at Stagg, including all choirs, bands, the guard program and the 
Marching Chargers. Additional parents are welcome to volunteer 
either day.

MUSIC BOOSTERS

Deliveries to students at 
the North Door should be 
for an emergency only. Due 
to student schedules, it is 
impossible to guarantee 
that a delivery will reach a 
student in time.

The week of October 7-11, 2019 was the formal kick-off for our Award Winning 
“Say Something” Program at Stagg. Sponsored by the Sandy Hook Promise (an 
organization founded by two parents who lost their children during a school shooting 
in Newton, Connecticut in December, 2012), “Say Something” aims to empower 
students to report any concern they have for their own safety, the safety of another, or 
the safety of many to a trusted adult (parent, counselor, teacher, coach, dean, police, 
and others) for support and follow up. Throughout the week, students participated in a 
variety of activities. On Monday, students in Advisory viewed a student produced video 
about “Say Something” Week and its goals and then participated in a discussion with 
their Advisory teachers. On Thursday, thousands of Stagg students signed a banner 
pledging to “Say Something” if they ever have a safety concern. Throughout the week 
students learned about types of safety concerns, how to report them, and to whom they 
should report them. Please remind your children to always “Say Something” throughout 
the entire school year should they ever have a concern. 

If you have a concern about safety, please contact a member of the  
school staff immediately. Some helpful contact numbers:

Deans’ Office:  708-974-7494 Guidance Office:  708-974-7423
School Resource Officer:  708-974-7419 Tip Line:  708-974-7400 Ext 7222

Please verify that the phone numbers the 
school has listed in Skyward to contact you 
are accurate.  These numbers are essential for 
teachers and other school personnel to have 
effective communication with you, particularly 
in the case of an emergency. Please contact 
the Guidance Office at 708-974-7423 to update 
any phone numbers.

Deans’ Office 

General Reminders

Stagg High School Kicks Off 
the “Say Something” Program
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D230 Works Test Drive Your Future
Stagg students have been “test driving” their intended 
post-secondary career fields through our new D230 Works 
program.  D230 Works helps students discover their 
individual career pathways after high school.  The program’s 
focus is on providing opportunities for Stagg students to 
connect with potential career-related programs and activities 
that offer both exposure and real-world experience.

Depending on the nature of the company visited, a typical 
day may include any combination of the following: sitting 
in on meetings, facility tours, job shadows, informational 
interviews, and/or micro-internships.

Students, Gabriella Budz, Natalia Kubiak, and Lina Samra, 
participated in a job shadow day at The Center School in 
Palos Park.  Our students were placed in classrooms to 
work individually with teachers.  The girls worked with 4 
year olds, Kindergarten, and a 2nd/3rd grade room.  This 
provided the students with the opportunity to see what a 
full day of teaching in the classroom is like.  Thank you to 
The Center and Director Kristin Hale for providing us this 
opportunity. 

Some other career exploration opportunities that Stagg 
students have taken advantage of this year include Sandbox 
Daycare, engineering with ComEd, engineering with UPS 
and video production with the Village of Tinley Park. 

D230 Works is continuing to grow in order to reach its 
students’ diverse career-related needs. For more information 
or to volunteer your company for this program, please 
contact Erin Wendt at ewendt@d230.org.


